
This Country Profile may contain advice, opinions and statements (“information”) of various information providers. The International Renewable Energy Agency does not represent or endorse the accuracy or reliability of any advice, opinion, statement or other information provided by any information 
provider or any other person or entity. Reliance upon any such information shall be at the user’s own risk. Neither the International Renewable Energy Agency, nor any of their respective agents, employees, information providers or content providers, shall be liable to any user or anyone else for any inac-
curacy, error, omission, interruption, deletion, defect, alteration of or use of any content herein, or for its timeliness or completeness, nor shall they be liable for any failure of performance, regardless of cause, or for any damages resulting therefrom. The information contained herein does not necessarily 
represent the views of the Members of the International Renewable Energy Agency. The designations employed and the presentation of materials herein do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the International Renewable Energy Agency concerning the 
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. The term “country” as used in this material also refers, as appropriate, to territories or areas.

FIGURE 1: GDP PER CAPITA FOR 2010 FIGURE 2: ELECTRICITY USE PER CAPITA FOR 2008
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RENEWABLE ENERGY COUNTRY PROFILE

 513,000 Population (2010)

3,215 USD GDP per capita (2010) 
1.6 billion USD GDP (2010) 

 � Total Primary Energy Supply: 5.1 PJ - Of which renewables: 0.1 PJ (2.7 %)
 � Energy self-sufficiency: 2.7%
 � Fuel imports*: 78 million USD (11 % of total imports)
 � Electricity generation: 286.8 GWh - Of which renewables: 5.5 GWh (1.9 %)
 � Electricity use per capita: 422 kWh
 � Electrical capacity: 75 MW - Of which renewables: 3 MW (4 %)
 � Electricity access rate*: 87.0%
 � Share of population using solid fuels: 36%

1

Cape Verde Cape Verde

cape verde

422

3,215

Western Africa 

129

Western Africa 

1,001201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020103,21520103,21520102010201020102010201020102010201020101,00120101,0012010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020103,21520103,2152010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020101,00120101,0012010201020101,00120101,001201020102010201020101,00120101,0012010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020103,21520103,21520103,21520103,21520102010201020102010201020103,21520103,2152010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010201020102010 200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200842220084222008200820082008129200812920082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200842220084222008422200842220082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200812920081292008129200812920082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008200820082008
Africa 

US
D

 p
er

 c
ap

ita

World Africa World

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000
kW

h 
pe

r c
ap

ita

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

10,000

0

9,197

1,594
579

2,777

TARGETS:
 � 50% of electricity generation from renewables by 2020

ENERGY NATIONAL PROFILE 2008

Western Africa includes Benin, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde, Côte d’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone and Togo.
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POLICIES IN PLACE TO PROMOTE RENEWABLE ENERGY SINCE THE RIO CONFERENCE OF 1992

RENEWABLE ENERGY PROJECTS FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTORS: 
 � 7.5 MW of solar photovoltaic capacity addition announced (2 projects)
 � 29 MW of wind capacity addition announced (6 projects)

WORLD BANK EASE OF DOING BUSINESS INDEX FOR 2012: Ranked 119 out of 183

NUMBER OF REGISTERED CLEAN DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM PROJECTS FOCUSING ON  
RENEWABLE ENERGY: 0

RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES:

Wind  Solar          Hydro  Biomass   Geothermal  Ocean

High Medium Low Unknown Not applicable

Note: The information on resources should be taken as an indication only. It refers to a general trend of available resources, and does 
not prejudge the feasibility of individual projects. The thresholds are indicative, and do not refer to any technological choice. The 
analysis is based on the literature.

Sources: Population and GDP: World Bank; Energy data: IEA, IRENA analysis based on UN data; Share of fuel imports in total imports: 
World Trade Organisation; Electrical capacity: IEA, EIA; Electricity access rate: World Energy Outlook 2010 database (IEA); Share of 
population using solid fuels: World Health Organisation; Targets: REN21, IRENA; Policy/legislation: IEA, Reegle, IRENA research; Ease of 
doing business index: World Bank; Renewable energy projects: Bloomberg New Energy Finance, IRENA research; Clean Development 
Mechanism projects: UNFCCC; Renewable energy resources: IRENA analysis.

Units: USD: United States dollar; kWh: kilowatt-hour; GWh: gigawatt-hour (1GWh = 106 kWh); TWh: terawatt-hour (1 TWh=103 GWh); PJ: 
petajoule; MW: megawatt; GW: gigawatt (1 GW=103 MW).

FIGURE 3: TOTAL PRIMARY ENERGY SUPPLY* IN 2000 AND 2008
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 IRENA welcomes your comments and feedback at statistics@irena.org
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